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I have been from the day of my arrival in India, a convinced and strong
supporter of everything connected with the swadeshi movement. Long before
the Congress and the political leaders generally took more than a lukewarm
interest in the industrial movement, I used such influence as I possessed to
press in season and out of season the importance of our industrial and com-
mercial movement Tka Tims of India has fought consistently against the
cotton excise duties, and also for fiscal freedom for India, Such time as I
can spare from my newspaper work is devoted to the furtherance of Indian
enterprise; pmonalfy^ I n*v*r buy anything which & mad* wtsid* Mia if it can b*
purchased in India. / mar a good dsal mr* swadtshi cfathin# than many <*/ Mian
frimds.
But I am convinced that the commercial and industrial future of India
can be secured only if it is mainly on an economic basis. We have to make
the demand for Indian goods because the? are the best at th<t money. To do
that, we have to persuade the educated classes that commerce and industry
are just a* patriotic and dignified as the profession* and politics, Wt havs to
press for the highest standard of commercial morality in India*
I am confident of the future* Apart from the great stirring in India, we
have the natural protection which accrue* from command of most of the raw
materials of manufacture on the spot. If we can keep alive the present educated
interest in industrial development and if we can coax into circulation the rupees
. which now go into the ground, I am convinced that our steady progress is
assured.
Perhaps I am mistaking your ideal, that ideal is to prevent the increase
of the factory system and to conserve and develop the cottage industries of the
country* With that ideal I am in most complete sympathy. Jfont can survty
factory conditions, tithtr fur* orinth* W*st, and t* anything but dismapd at thtir u$lwss.
But here again I am convinced that true time solution is the organisation of
the cottage industries on a co-operative basis with cheap capita! and co-
operative distribution. It has been my privilege to awiit in some small measure
In this work as one of the original directors of the Central Co-operative Bank.
If, therefore! I cannot take the Swadeshi [Vow], I know that you will
accept my assurance that it is not because I lack sympathy with the swadeih!
movement, for my sympathy with and interest In It are acute* But I must
work for it in my own way and if tfo kwdbm wavers want an? asshUtnct in On
wcy qf capital, try txst efforts will b$ ustd to stem it.
Tours my tinctnfa
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